
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
I.  Call to Order 
 
II.  Salute to the Flag 
 
III.  Roll Call 
 
IV.  Adoption of Agenda 
 
V.  Proclamations  
 
VI. Communications and Presentations:   
 
VII.  Public Participation 
 
VIII.  Controller’s Report 
   
IX.  Old Business: 
X.  New Business:   

(a) Resolutions 
(b) Ordinances  
(c) Local Laws:   
(d) Introduction of Ordinances:   
(e) Introduction of Local Laws 
(f) Committee Reports 
(g) Scheduling of Committee Meetings 
(h) Other  
 

XI.  Executive Session  
 
XII:  Adjournment 
   
 
 6:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole (called by Mayor Thane 

1. Workers Comp Agreement – Triad 
2. Sludge Disposal Agreement  - Madison County 
3. Any other business 



RESOLUTIONS 

Old Business 
 

New Business 
 
115. RESOLUTION ADOPTING MINUTES BEEKMAN 

116. RESOLUTION APPROVING AUDIT HATZENBUHLER 

117. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ENGINEERING LEGGIERO 

118. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ANIMAL CONTROL RUSSO 

119. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT –LEASE (TONKO) MAYOR 

120. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ELECTIONS FULL COUNCIL 

121. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – BOND/NOTE EXPENSES HATZENBUHLER 

122. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – POLICE RUSSO 

123. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT MADISON CO. MAYOR 

124. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT TRIAD MAYOR 

125. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT POEHLMAN MAYOR 

126. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – FIRE RUSSO 

127. RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ENGINEERING LEGGIERO 

 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-115 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING MINUTES OF THE LAST COMMON COUNCIL 
MEETING 
 
BY:  ALDERWOMAN BEEKMAN 
 

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Common Council meeting of December 2, 2014 are 
hereby adopted. 
 
  
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-116 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AUDIT 
 
BY: ALDERWOMAN HATZENBUHLER 
 
 

RESOLVED, the bills examined by the Common Council and reported herewith as 
correct and they are, allowed and ordered paid and the City Clerk is authorized and empowered 
to issue warrants in payment of same. 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR  
 
      DATED:__________________________, 2014 
  



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-117 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ENGINEERING 
 
BY: ALDERMAN LEGGIERO 
 
 
 RESOLVED, the Controller is authorized to amend the 2014-2015 budget for receipt of 
insurance recovery for damage to a street pole, as follows: 
 
INCREASE REVENUE: 
A-2680.21    Ins. Recovery  $3,768.11 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-5110-4000    Contractual  $3,768.11 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR  
 
      DATED:__________________________, 2014 
  



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-118 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
BY: ALDERMAN RUSSO 
 

RESOLVED, the Controller is authorized to amend the 2014-2015 budget for receipt of 
spay/neuter fees, as follows: 
 
INCREASE REVENUE: 
A-2705    Gifts & Donations $85.00 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-3520-4069    SPCA Exp.  $85.00 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR  
 
      DATED:__________________________, 2014 
  



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-119 
 
RESOLUTION RENEWING LEASE AGREEMENT WITH CONGRESSMAN TONKO  
 
BY: MAYOR THANE 
 
 
 RESOLVED, the Mayor is authorized to sign the attached renewal lease agreement for 
office space located in City Hall for Congressman Tonko for the period January 3, 2015 through 
January 2, 2017 at $625 per month. 
 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR  
 
      DATED:__________________________, 2014 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-120 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ELECTIONS 
 
BY: FULL COUNCIL 
 
 RESOLVED, the Controller is authorized to amend the 2014-2015 operating budget to 
fund an overage in election expenses, as follows: 
 
DECREASE EXPENSE: 
A-1325-4006    Interns  $3,288.07 (bal. $4,075.00) 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-1450-4000    Elections $3,288.07 
 
  
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-121 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – BOND & NOTE EXPENSE 
 
BY: ALDERWOMAN HATZENBUHLER 
 
 RESOLVED, the Controller is authorized to amend the 2014-2015 budget for shortfall in 
bond and note expense, as follows: 
 
DECREASE EXPENSE: 
A-1325-2000    Equip/Supp.  $1,009.60 (bal. $4,355.00) 
F-1990-4036    Contingency  $   359.31 (bal $22,000.00) 
G-8110-4036    Contingency  $   305.41 (bal $93,200.00) 
CL-8160-4036    Contingency  $   125.76 (bal $7,200.00) 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-1989-4035    Bond & Note   $1,006.05 
F-8310-4035    Bond & Note  $   359.31 
G-8110-4035    Bond & Note   $   305.41 
CL-8160-4035    Bone & Note  $   125.76 
 
 
  
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-122 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – POLICE 
 
BY: ALDERMAN RUSSO 
 
 RESOLVED, the Controller is authorized to amend the 2014-2015 budget for receipt of 
auction monies, as follows: 
 
DECREASE EXPENSE: 
A-2770    Other Revenue $2,900.00 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-3120-4000    Contractual  $2,900.00 
 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-123 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH 
MADISON COUNTY FOR DISPOSAL OF BIOSOLIDS 
 
BY: MAYOR THANE 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Amsterdam generates biosolds from its waste water treatment plant in 
the amount of approximately five thousand tons per year, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Amsterdam currently pays approximately $88 per ton for the disposal 
of biosolids, and 
 
WHEREAS, Madison County and the City of Amsterdam have negotiated a proposed inter 
municipal agreement where Madison County will accept the City’s biosolids at the rate of $40 
per ton if delivered to Madison County’s Landfill or at the rate of $66 per ton if Madison County 
assumes the cost of transportation, and 
 
WHEREAS, Madison County can use the City’s biosolids in its energy generating process, and  
 
WHEREAS, this agreement is intended to be a cooperation agreement for the purpose of 
property tax freeze credits, if applicable, therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute a municipal cooperation agreement with 
Madison County providing for biosolid disposal fees as specified above. 
 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-124 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT WITH TRIAD GROUP LLC 
 
BY: MAYOR THANE 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Amsterdam currently participates in the Montgomery County 
Workmen’s Compensation Plan for the bulk of its employees, and 
  
WHEREAS, Montgomery County Workmen’s Compensation Plan has changed its plan 
administrator to Triad Group LLC, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Amsterdam currently self insures certain components of its 
Workmen’s Compensation program and it would be efficient to have these components 
administered by Triad,  
 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute an agreement with Triad Group 
LLC for Workmen’s Compensation plan administration. 
 
Note:  Contract is still being drafted. 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-125 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING MODIFIED AGREEMENT WITH LAUREN POEHLMAN 
 
BY: MAYOR THANE 
 
 

WHEREAS, a contract for accounting services was approved by resolution #14/15-32 in 
the amount of up to $30,000 and it appears that additional accounting services will be required to 
assist the Controller in the correction of the City’s accounting records, now therefore be it  
 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute a modification to the agreement 
with Lauren Poehlman for accounting services to increase the maximum contract amount to 
$45,000 in 2014-2015 fiscal year. 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-126 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – FIRE 
 
BY: ALDERMAN RUSSO 
 
 
 RESOLVED, the Controller is authorize to amend the 2014-2015 budget to cover 
overtime expenses as a result of fires on October 12, November 9 and November 11, as follows: 
 
DECREASE EXPENSE 
A-3410-1204   Battalion Chief  $20,000 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-3410-1001   Overtime   $20,000 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
RESOLUTION #14/15-127 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING BUDGET – ENGINEERING 
 
BY: ALDERMAN LEGGIERO 
 
 
 RESOLVED, the Controller is authorized to amend the 2014-2015 budget for receipt of 
insurance recovery as follows: 
 
INCREASE REVENUE 
A-2680.21    Ins. Recovery  $500.00 
 
INCREASE EXPENSE: 
A-5142-4042    Replacement Parts $500.00 
 
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Amsterdam, NY 
 Aye Nay 
Alderman Russo   
Alderwoman Beekman   
Alderman Barone   
Alderwoman Hatzenbuhler   
Alderman Leggiero   
      ____________________________________ 
       ANN M. THANE, MAYOR 
  
       DATED:__________________________, 2014 



CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY 
COMMON COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 16, 2014 

 
LOCAL LAW NO. A OF 2015 - A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 156 
NONRESIDENT, MULTIFAMILY OR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY OWNER 
REGISTRATION  (for introduction) 
 
BY: ALDERMAN LEGGIERO 
 
BE IT ENACTED by the Common Council of the City of Amsterdam as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  PURPOSE AND LEGISLATIVE INTENT 
The intent of these amendments is to clarify various provisions within Chapter 156 and expand 
its applicability to nonresident owned single family residential properties. 
 
SECTION 2. – SUBSTANTIVE PROVISIONS. 
Chapter 156:  Non Resident, Residential or Commercial Property Owner Registration is 
amended as follows: (strike through indicates existing text to be removed, underline text 
indicates new text to be added)  
 
Chapter 156:  Non Resident, Multifamily Residential or Commercial Property Owner 
Registration 
§156-1.  Purpose and legislative intent. [Amended 3-3-2009 by L.L. No. 1-2009; Amended 1-
2015 by LL No. 1-2015] 
The purpose of this chapter is to protect the health, safety and welfare of residents, to protect a 
diverse housing stock from deterioration, and to facilitate service of process and administration 
of housing inspections and code enforcement. The Common Council finds and declares that the 
registration of nonresident multifamily rental residential and commercial property owners and 
nonresident commercial property owners is intended to and will ensure the protection of persons 
and property in all existing residential multifamily rental and commercial property and ensure 
that property owners and prospective property owners are informed of, and adhere to, code 
provisions governing the use and maintenance of rental and commercial properties.   
 
§156-2.  Definitions.  
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:   
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY -- Any real property located in the City of Amsterdam that is 
improved by a structure that is not designed to be used for residential purposes. This definition is 
limited in applicability to this chapter.    
DESIGNATION CERTIFICATE -- A form designating a registered agent for an owner.    
MULTIFAMILY/RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY -- Any parcel of real property located in the 
City of Amsterdam that is improved by a structure or group of structures that are designed to be 
used for residential purposes, for more than one-family occupancy.    
OWNER -- Any person or entity who, alone or with others, has legal or equitable title to real 
property.    
REGISTERED AGENT -- Any person designated by the owner as described in this chapter.    
 
§156-3.  Registration required. 
An owner of any residential or commercial property or multifamily/residential property who is 
not a resident of Montgomery County or an adjoining county, or is not a natural person (i.e., an 
LLC, Corporation, etc.) is required to designate a registered agent.  In the instance where an 
owner who is not a natural person has a place of business in Montgomery or an adjoining county 
then the $30 filing fee established by §156-6 shall be waived. 
 



§156-4.  Designation of registered agent.    
Any owner of real property in the City of Amsterdam required to designate a registered agent 
shall file with the City Clerk a designation certificate on a form prescribed by the City Clerk. The 
designation certificate shall name a natural person, over the age of 18 years, residing in 
Montgomery County or an adjoining county as an agent to receive service of all notices of code 
violations, legal notices and process arising from the Uniform Code and the codes and laws of 
the City of Amsterdam related to real property in the City of Amsterdam. The registered agent 
shall acknowledge the designation certificate before a notary, consenting to such designation and 
swearing to the registered agent's residence and contact information. The owner shall 
acknowledge or have an officer acknowledge the designation certificate appointing the registered 
agent and consenting to the service of any notice or legal process on the agent before a notary. 
The designation certificate shall remain in effect until replaced by the owner or canceled 
pursuant to § 156-5 or until three years elapse from the date of filing.  Owners and registered 
agents shall list their physical addresses in addition to any post office box on the designation 
certificate. 
 
§156-5.  Duties of registered agent; penalties for offenses.  
The registered agent shall notify the City Clerk of the City of Amsterdam within 15 days of any 
change of address or telephone number. The registered agent shall accept service of all notices 
and legal process on behalf of the owner arising from the uniform fire and building codes and 
codes and laws of the City of Amsterdam related to real property in the City of Amsterdam. The 
registered agent shall contact the owner within one day of receipt of any notice or legal process 
on the owner's behalf. The registered agent may only terminate its agency status by the owner 
filing a replacement designation certificate or upon 30 days' written notice of termination of 
agency status, personally served on the owner, with proof of service filed with the City Clerk of 
the City of Amsterdam. Failure of the registered agent to comply with these duties is punishable 
by a fine not to exceed $250 or 15 days in jail. 
 
§156-6.  Duties of owner; fees.  
Any owner required to designate a registered agent by § 156-3 shall designate such agent by the 
later of 120 days from taking title to a property requiring such designation or by January 1, 2009. 
The owner shall pay a fee of $30 upon filing a designation certificate or a replacement 
certificate. Each certificate may apply to up to four unique properties for one fee of $30. Failure 
to file the designation certificate within the time above or failure to file a replacement 
designation certificate within 30 days of the notice of cancellation by the registered agent, lapse 
of the designation certificate or notice by the City of Amsterdam that a replacement agent is 
required shall cause a code enforcement fee to be charged to the owner in the amount of $2 per 
month for each $1,000 of full assessed value of the property requiring designation of a registered 
agent, not to exceed $250 per month nor be less than $20 per month per property. Failure to pay 
these fees within 30 days of the invoice date shall cause the charge to become a lien against the 
associated real property and be levied with the City taxes against the real property.  
 
SECTION 3.  SEVERABILITY 
Should any section or provision of this local law be decided by the courts to be unconstitutional 
or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the local law as a whole or any parts 
thereof other than the part so decided to be unconstitutional or invalid. 
 
SECTION 4.  ENABLING LEGISLATION 
This Local Law is adopted pursuant to the authority granted by Section 10 of the Municipal 
Home Rule Law of the State of New York. 
 
SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE 
This local law shall be effective when filed with the Secretary of State. 
 


